Qilin shaped insence
burner gifted by Nobunaga Oda

Armor of the troops
of Nobunaga Oda

Three-legged frog shaped incense
burner made of copper

Museum Administration

), Elementary school students ¥250,
ped 30 count for a group over 30 people
Hours / 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed / New Years Holidays
Shimo Honnojimae-cho, Nakagyo-ku, Kyoto 604-8091 TEL: 075-231-5335



The main gate

The 7 sub-temples

Kyoto provides you beautiful pieces of scenery in every season. Mountains
surrounding this city have been changing their colors according to the season. The
Katsura River runs through the west of Kyoto city, and the Kamo River in the east.
A large number of temples and shrines lie scattered all over in this jewel box. A
variety of picturesque places have been preserved as ancient poets admired and
composed Japanese poems (waka). Hereby the proverb “Kyoto is the land of the
Japanese heart” had arisen.

Honno-ji Temple exists beside a clear stream of the Kamo River. This temple has
kept propagating the teachings of Buddhism of the Hokke sect for years, however,
not everyone knows this temple is the headquarters of the Hokke sect. Honno-ji
Temple is said to be founded by the Buddhist monk Nichuryu in 1415, which is the
main holy land where the Lotus Sutra is declared and the teachings of the Buddhist

monk Nichiren is preached.
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Muusoleum of Nobunaga Odu was bu:H at his son,  Temple museum Daihouden was established to
MNobutaka Oda’s request.

spirited Shogun that he used guns for the first time in Japan at the Battle of Nagashino in
1575, supported Christianity, established an innovative ystem, and built schools
and churches in Kyoto and Azuchi. However, his power and fortune didn't last for long. In
June 1582, Mitsuhide Akechi, one of his vassals, plotted to rise in revolt against Nobunaga
and attacked him while he was staying at Honno-ji Temple. Since the retinue of Mitsuhide

heavily outnumbered Nobunaga’ s troops, Nobunaga realized the odds were against him.

Therefore Nobunaga set the temple on fire which burned it down and committed ritual

suicide at midnight. This was the time he was the age of 49. Nobunaga had been a believer
of Nichijo, the monk of Honno-ji Temple, so Honno-ji temple has held memorial services

for Nobunaga since then.

commemorate the 750-year anniversary of the Hokke sect.



Founded by the Buddhist monk Nichiryu in
1415, but destroyed by another Buddhist sect 3
years later.

Once Nichiryu fled from Kyoto for safety, he

came back and reconstructed the temple in the
Nishijin Area in 1429,

The temple was moved to the vicinity of Rokkaku

St. and Omiya St. in 1433, but was burned down
due to religious oppression in 1536,

In 1542, the Buddhist monk Nichijo built

another fine temple, but it was burned down due

to “The Incident at Honno-ji" in 1582,

Copper mirror designed with plum
i RS ¥ et trees with pheﬂscﬂf and sparrow
Honno-ji Temple was reconstructed with an area (imporiant cultural property)
¢ of 32,234.71nf in 1582, but was destroyed due CNNY
to a large fire that happened in 1788. TR

The rebuilding was finally permitted in 1840,
but the temple was attacked and burned down
during the Meiji Revolution in 1864.

The present temple was rebuilt in 1928. The

Sutra: EEEYETBEERE

The sutra of Hokke sect “FgffEhb i #E4% (Nam-myo-ho-ren-ge-kyo)” means  Believe in
the teaching of Buddha likening to a white lotus flower that tells you the truth of the
universe, and pray to Buddha fervently” . You should keep your mind purified and
peaceful, should patiently bear the difficulties, and should accept everything that comes to
you without protesting, when you chant this sutra. It's highly encouraged to chant this sutra
as many times as possible to be blessed with Buddha's salvation and wisdom.

Honno-ji Temple Museum DAIHOUDEN

In all, Honno-ji Temple has been rebuilt seven times, five times due to attacks from other

Buddhist sects and most famously in “The Incident at Honno-ji” in which Nobunaga Oda
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the estate subscribed by Tenmoku tea bowl!

Hideyoshi Toyotomi possessed by
Nobunaga Oda
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Kettle used regularly

Buddha image was enshrined in the main hall of Chrysanthemum Letter of thanks for folding screens 5 colored vase designed wi Japanese flower art by Nobunaga Oda,
o ey . § shaped iron container written by Yuan Takei and signed flowers, dragons and phoe arranged by Buddhist which was the gem
the temple on April 7th of this year. with 16 petals by Nebunaga Oda (Important cultural property) monk Nippo of his tea utensil collection

was besieged. However, throughout all of these blazing disasters, the temple's treasures

have been kept safe and passed on down to the present day, and can be seen in the treasure

room of the temple. Starting with religious relics, such as the Lotus Mandala, the exhibits

include gifts donated by wealthy believers, a folding screen painted by Naonobu Kano, and

tea utensils (notably a Tenmoku tea bowl) and documents belonging to Nobunaga. The

temple also has a famous incense burner in the shape of a three:leggcd frog, which, legend
@ has it, croaked a warning before the attack on Nobunaga at the temple.

Shogun Nobunaga Oda and Honnno-ji Temple
Nobunaga Oda, one of the three great Shoguns, was born in Nagoya, present Aichi
Prefecture in 1534. He took the initiative in the unification of the nation. He was such a




